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'The zSKferchant of Venice. 


lew • I will be aflured I may: and chat I may be allu¬ 
red, I will bethinke mec, may I fpeakc with Antho- 
nio ? 

Baf. If it pleafe you to dine with vs. 
lew.' Yes, toimdlporke, to cate of the habitation 
which your Prophet the Nazaritc coniured the diuell 
into: I will buy with you, fell with you, talke with 
you, walkewith you, and fo following: but I will 
not eate with you,drinke with you, nor pray with you. 
What newes on the Ryalta, who is he comes here ? 

Enter An.thonio. 

'Bajf. This is fignior Anthonio. 

lew. How like a fawning publican he lookes. 

I hate him tor he is a Chriftian : 

But more,for that in low fimplicitie 
He lends out money gratis,and brings downc 
The rate ofvfance here with vs in Venice. 

Iff can catch him once vpon the hip, 

I will feede fat the ancient grudge I bearehim# 

He hates our facred Nation,and he railcs 

Euen there where Merchants moil: doe congregate 

On me^ny bargaines^and my well-worne thrift, 

Which he cals interred : Curled be my Try be 
Ifl forgiuehim. 

Baffl Shylock^A oe you hearc. 

Shy. I am debating of my prefent ftore. 

And by the necre geffe of my mcraoric 
I cannot inftancly raife vp the groffe 
Ot full three thoufand ducats: what of that? 

Tuballn wealthy Hebrew of my Tribe 
Will furnifti me^but fofr,ho w many months 
Doe you defire t Reft you fairc good fignior. 

Your worfhip was the laft man in our rnouthes. 

Ant. Shyloche , albeit I neither lend nor borrow 
By taking.nor by giuing of cxcelfc, 

Yet to lupply the ripe wants of my friend. 


he ’ 


etp 


olfeft 


lie breake a cuftome: is 
How much he would ? 

Sky. 1,1, three thou find ducats. 

Ant. And for three months. 

Shy. I had forgot,three months, you told me fo. 
Well then,your bond : and let me fee,but hcare you, 
Me thoughts you laid,you neither lend nor borrow 
Vpon aduaiuage. 

Ant . Idoeneuervfeit. 

Shy . When lacob" graz'd his Vncle Labans fhcepe. 
This Jacob from our holy Abram was 
(As his wife mother wrought in hisbehalfe) 

The third poffefier; T,he was the third. 

Ant. And what of him,did he take interreft ? 

Shy. No,not take intercft,not as you would fay 
Diredfly intereft, marke what Iacob did, 

When Laban and himfclfe were compremyz’d 
That all the canclings which were ftvcakt and pied 
Should fall as Ucobs hier, the Ewes being ranckc. 

In end of Autumne turned to the Ramtnes, 

And when the worke of generation was 
Betwecnc thefc woolly breeders in thea 
The skilfull fhepheard pil’d me cercaine wands. 

And in the dooing of the deede of fcinde, / 

He ftucke them vp before the fulfomeEwcs, 

Who then conccauing,did in eaning time 
Fall party-colour’dJamb5,and thofe wtxe Jacobs. 

This was a way to thnue, and he was bleft : 


And thrift is bl effing if men ftealc it not. ‘ 

Ant. This was a venture fir that Jacob feruM for 
A thing not in his power to bring to pafle. 

But fw ay'd and falbion'd by the hand of hcauen 
Was this inferted to make interreft good > 

Or is your gold and filucr Ewes and Rams * 

Shy . I cannot tell, I make it breedc as frft 
But note me fignior. 

Ant. Marke you this Baffanio, 

The diuell can cite Scripture for his purpofe 
An cuill foule producing holy witncfTc, 

Islike avillaine with a finding ch*eke, 

A goodly applerotten at the heart. 

O what a goodly oucfidefalfehood hath, 

Shy . Three thoufand ducats,’tis a good round fa 
Three months from tweluc,then let me fee the rate ^ 
Ant. Well Sky lock*, we be beholding toy ou j 
Shy. Signior Anthonio % m any a time and oft * 

In the Ryalto you haue rated me 
About my monies and my vfances 2 
Still haue I borne it with 3 patient ftirug, 

(For fuffrance is the badge of all our Tribe.) 

You call me misbcleeuer,cut-throate dog. 

And fpet vpon my Icwifti gaberdine. 

And all for vfc of that which is mine owne. 

Well then, it now appeares you neede my helpc: 
Goe to then,you come to me, and you fay, 

Sbylocky ,we would haue moncyes,you fay fo: 

Yoil that did voide your rume vpon my beard 3 
And foote me as you fpurne a ftranger currc 
Ouer your threfhold,moneycs is your iuite. 

What fiiould I fay to you ? Should I not fay. 

Hath a dog money ? Is it poffiblc 
A currc fhould lend three thou fand ducats ? or 
Shall I bend low,and in a bond-mans key 
With bated brcath,and whifpiinghumblcneffe, 

Say this 2 Faire fir,you fpet on me on Wednesday laft; 
You fpurn’d mefuch a day; another time 
You cald me clog: and for thele curtcfics 
He lend you thus much moncycs. 

Ant. I am as like to call thee fo againe, 

To fpet on thee againe,to fpurne thee too c 
If thou wilt lend this money ,lend it not 
As to thy friends,for when did friendfhiptakc 
A hreede of barraine mettail of his friend ? 

But lend it rather to thine cnemic. 

Who if he breakc,:hou niaift with better face 
Exacff the penalties. 

Shy. Why looke you how you ftorme, 

I would be friends with you,and haue your lotie. 
Forget the (Lames that you haue ftaind me with, 
Supplie your prefent want$,and take no doite 
Ofvfanccfor my moneyes,and youle not heare roe, 
This iskindcl offer. 

Baff. This were kindneffe. 

Shy. This kindneffe will I fhowe, 

Goe with me to a Notarieffcale me there 
Your fingle bond.and in a merriefporto 
If you repaie me not on fuch a day, 

In fuch a place, fuch fum or fums as are 
Expreft in the condition,letthe forfeite 
Be nominated for an equall pound 
Of your faire flefh,to be cur off and taken 
In what part of your bodic it pleafeth me. 

Ant. Content infaith,lie fealc to fuch a bond, 
And fay there is much kindneffe in the lew* 
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—noUcaic to fticU a bond for me, ;1 

I 1 Ant. Why feare not «m»,I wiU not ***“*«»_ 1 

Within thefc two month$,that s a month 
This bond expire*1 retwrne 

Of thrice three times the vaiew of this bond. 

Shi.-O father at thefc Chriftians are, 

Whofcowne hard dealings teaches them Imped- 
The chon gi«W>f others: Praic y outeil m«b 1S , 

Ifhe M4 breake his dale, what lhould I game 
Rytheexadion of the forfeiture ? 
a pound ofmans flcili taken from a man, 
jsnot fo cftinuble,profitable neither 
As flefh ofM»Krons,Becfes,or Goates,I lay 
To buy his fauour.I extend this friendship, 

Jfhe will take it,fo:il not adievv, 

And for my lone lpraieyou wrong me not. 

Jnt. Yesb'i byiockf.,1 will fcale vnto this bond. - 
Shr. Then mecte me forthwith at the Notaries, 

Giue him diredion for this mcrrie bond, 

And 1 will goe and purfe the ducats ftroite. 

See to my houfc left in rhe fearefull gard 

Ofan vnthriftie'knaHC: and prefent)le 

He be with you. Exit. 

Ant. Hie thee gentle lew. This Hebrew will turne 
Chnftian,he growes kittde. 

"Bajf. I like not faire teames, and a villaines minde. 
lAnt. Come on,in this there can be no difmnie. 

My Shippcs come home a month before the dale. - 

Exeunt. 


Alius Secundus. 


£nter Moroqhm atawnie Moore all in white, and three or 
foure followers accordingly, with Portia , 

Nerr ifa , and their treune. 
tlo . Cornets, 

Mor , Miflikcme not for my complexion. 

The fhadowed liuerie of the burnifhe funne. 

To whom I am a ncigbbour,and neere bred. 

Bring me the faireft creature North-ward borne. 

Where Phabw fire fcarce thawes the ytides. 

And let vs makeinciiion for your loue, 

To proue whofe blood is rcddcft,his or mine. 

I tell thee Ladie this afpeft of mine 
Hathfeard the valiant.fby my leue I fvveare ) 

The beft regarded Virgins of our Clyme 
Hauelou’dit to: I would not change this hu^, 

Except to fteale your thoughts my gentle Queenc. 

Por. In tearmes of choile l am not folic led 
By nice dire&ion of a maidens eies : 

Bcfides,the lottric of my deftenie 
Bars fnc the right of voluntarie choofing: 

But if my Father had not Icantcd me, 

And hedg'd me by his wit to y eelde my fclfe 
His wife,who wins me by that meanes I told you, 

Your felfe (renbwncd Prince) than ftood as faire 
As any commcr I haue look'd on yet 
For my affe&ion. 

Eucn ^ or 1 

^herefore I pray you leade me to the Caskets 
10 trj e my fortune: By this Symitare 


That ilcyv’thc .Sopliic, and a Perfian Prince 
That woutlircc fields of Sultan Solyman, 

I would orc-ftarc the ftemeft eies thatJooke: 
Ouubraue the heart rnoft daring on the earth : 

Pluckfc the yong fucking Cubs from the fheBeare, 

Yea,mocke the Lion when he rores for pray 

To win the Ladie. But alas,thc while 

If Hercules and LjcA^plaie at dice 

Which is the better man,thc greater throw - 

May turne by fortune from the weaker hand : 

So is Alcidcs beaten by his rage, 

And to may I,blinde fortune leading me 
Miffe that which one vnworthicr may attaine. 

And die with grieuing. 

Port. Youmuft take your chance, 

And either not attempt to choofe at all, 

Or fweare before you choofe, if you choofe vvrong 
Neuer to fpeaketo Ladie afterward 
In way of marriage,therefore be aduis’d. 

Mor. Nor will not, come bring me vnto my chance. 

Bor, Firft forward to the temple,after dinner 
Your hazard fiiall be made. 

Mor. Good fortune then, Coritcts. 

To make me bleft or curfed’ft among men. Exeunt. 

Enter the Clowne alone. \ 

flo. Ccrtaincly, my confcience will feme me to run 
from this lew my MaUlcr : the fiend is at mine clbo r w* 
and rempts me,laving to m?.,lobbef,amceUt lobbeaypoA 
Launcclet, origood Iobbc, or good Launcelct lobbe^ vfe 
your legs, take the ftart, run awaie : my confrience-faies 
no; take hcede honeft Launcclet , take heed honeft lob be, 
or as afore-faid honeft Launcelet lobbe , doc*not runne, 
fcorne running with thy hecles; weli,thc moftcoragi- 
oas fiend bids me packc, fia laies the fiend, away faies 
tnefiend, fortheheauens rcufevna braue minde laies 
^hefiend, and run; well, my confriencehanging about 
the necke of my hearc, faies verie wifely to me: my ho¬ 
neft friend Launcelet , being an honeft mans lonne,or ra¬ 
ther an honeft womans fonne,for indeede my Father did 
foaiedvmgfmack.iorneching grow too;he had a kindeof 
tafte; wel,my conlciencc tales Lancelet bouge not,boiige 
faies the fiend,bouge not faies myconicienccjconlcience 
fay I you cou-nfade well, fiend lay I you counfaile well, 
to be rul'd by my confrience I friould ftay with the Jew 
my Maifter/who God blcffe the markers a kmde of di- 
uell; and to run away from the Jew i fiiould be ruled by 
the fiend, who fauing your reuerence is the diuell (sirn- 
felte; certaihely the lew is the verie diuell incarnation, 
and in my confr ience, my confrience is a kinde of hard 
confcience 3 to offer to counfaile me to ftay yvith the lews, 
the fiend giucs the more friendly CGuniaile: I will runne 
fiend, mybeeles are at your commandemenc, I will 
runne. 

£nter old Gob bo with a Bafkft. 

Gob. Maifter yong-man,you I praie you,which Is the 
waie to Maifter Iewes ? 

L*n. O heauen$,this is my true begotten Father,who 
being more chenfand-blinde,bigh grauel blidde,knows 
me not, I will trie confufions with him. 

Gob. Maifter yong Gentleman, I praie you which is 
the waie to Maifter Jewes. 

* Latin. Turne vpon your right hand at the next tur- 
---—---- _. nin g 
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